FAULT TREES

Fault trees graphically illustrate the interaction among various system component failures (represented
by basic events) and how they can lead to a failure of the system. This system failure, often referred to
as the TOP event because of its location at the top of the particular fault tree, can occur if the appropriate
combinations of basic events (identified as circles or diamonds) occur. The fault tree models on the

following pages represent the basic event failures that must occur to cause a propulsion or steering system
to fail.
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